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Portrait Célébration de la Féte de I’'Unité 2022

Lieutenant Retour sur les festivités
Commander

MBANWIE Yves
ENJONG

~ Firstfemale to assume
n =\ command of a
Cameroon Navy
@ Warship. Appointed
| Commanding Officer
of CNS EBODIJE on

ij%}Aug ust 07, 2020.







S.E. Paul BIYA
Président de la République du Cameroun

il

Jinvite par conséquent nos jeunes a
faire un usage responsable, instructif et
constructif des réseaux sociaux, dont la
vocation premiere est d'offrir des
espaces et des opportunités d'échange,
d'information et de communication
dans des domaines les plus variés.

n

Extrait du discours du Chef de I'Etat a la
Nation a l'occasion de la 56e édition de la
féte de la Jeunesse

H.E. Paul BIYA
President of the Republic of Cameroon

il

Accordingly, | urge our youth to use
social media in a responsible, informed,
and constructive manner, as their
primary role is to provide platforms and
opportunities for discussion,
information, and communication in a
wide range of fields. ”

Extract form the Head of State's Message
to the Nation on the ocassion of the 56th
edition of the Youth Day
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BETI ASSOMO JOSEPH
Ministre Délégué a la Présidence, Chargé de la Défense
Minister Delegate at the Presidency in Charge of Defence
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The third dimension as a game changer In
improving maritime domain awareness

Capabilities

The growing geopolitical, geostrategic and geo-economic
interests of the Gulf of Guinea (GoG) for African and International
Actors are jeopardized by multiple maritime threats. In recent
years, GoG countries have shown willingness to find appropriate
Copitaine de Vaisseas and collective defensive responses against these threats. The

KENFACK DONGMO Emmanuel

Kenrack ponomoemmane . effectiveness of these responses is critically dependent on
N°10

o efficient Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) as a prerequisite.
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urrent answers related to
CMDA capabilities face a

number of limitations that
affect effectiveness (blind spots,
short range of detection, poor or
no detection for targets with small
Radar Cross Section, etc.). Hence,
the need to improve MDA in the
region.

This can be achieved through
better Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance (ISR).
Practically, a number of assets for
the  third dimension can
significantly improve MDA, Drones
and MPAs to name but a few.

Systeme d-e'h'mi drone (Aliaca) pour la Marine.

© Survey Copter.

MDA CONCEPT AND THE
EXISTING MDA ASSETS IN THE
GOG

MDA is defined as the “effective
understanding  of  anything
associated with the maritime
domain that could impact the
security, safety, economy, or
environment” (IMO, 2010).

The main objective behind MDA,
according to Dalaklis (2017), is the
surveillance of the maritime
environment to gain sufficient
knowledge in order to detect and
prompt necessary action on illicit
maritime activity in ample time to

ACTUALITE

avoid harm. Having a good picture
of the maritime environment helps
in the prevention and repression of
piracy and armed robbery at sea,
interdiction of Vessels of Interest
(VOI) as well as the apprehension
of maritime criminals by the swift

deployment of Maritime
Interdiction  Operation  (MIO)
teams.

In the process of achieving MDA,
massive amounts of data on all
aspects of maritime activity must
be collected through various
assets, then cross-referenced,
“fused”, and analyzed, in order to
detect anomalies that may
indicate threat-related behavior.

Accross the GoG, a number of
assets are assigned consistently to
MDA, ranging from coastal
surveillance systems to a single
patrolling unit out at sea, or a
human stakeholder. It is also worth
mentioning the importance of
humans as MDA assets since
human intelligence can drastically
influence the resulting MDA
outcome.

A non-exhaustive list of MDA

assets in the GoG include:

- Ship Radar, Automatic
Identification

- System(AlS) and visual detection;

- Maritime Surveillance, Control
and

- Communication System
(MSCCS) detection (radar, Radio
goniometer and AlS, etc.);

- Communication system network
(HF/ VHF/UHF Radios , internet
and satellites networks);

- Administration stakeholders at
sea (Customs, fisheries, etc.).

Are they sufficient? Obviously NO.
They are not sufficient in providing
good MDA since some maritime
threats like piracy and armed
robbery are still perpetrated in the
GoG without proper confron-
tation. m

POMPONS ROUGES N°013 « MAI 2023 Il 7



CURRENT MDA LIMITATIONS
AND THE WAY FORWARD

Focusing on technology, existing
MDA solutions above have some
inherent limitations, such as the
difficulty to see targets which are
far from the effective range of
radar, mostly less than 50NM, but
within the 200NM EEZ. Also noise
and small boat radar echoes are
most of the time similar. The
weatherain for instance- and the
sea state can confuse target and
boat radar signals.

Lastly, the difficulty to detect
targets with small radar cross
section (RCS), wooden fishing
boats and pirate skiff boats, as well
as the difficulty to identify targets
without identification system.

As such, targets of interest in real
time could be missed. So, what is

8 [l POMPONS ROUGES N°013 + MAI 2023

the way forward? Our proposal
relies on technology.

One way of addressing these MDA
limitations is through the
improvement  of Intelligence
Surveillance and Reconnaissance
(ISR).

Maritime ISR is a feedback system
in which the deployment of
surveillance assets is planned to
collect information, which is
compiled into a Recognized
Maritime Picture (RMP). In addition
to providing current situational
awareness, Maritime ISR guides
command and intelligence
activities for future ISR planning.
And also improves the planning of
the deployment of surveillance
assets. In this vein, the quality of
the Recognized Maritime Picture is
key to the Operational Force in
achieving its security goals.
Therefore, improving the efficiency

of maritime ISR is one path to
improving  the  Recognized
Maritime Picture as well as MDA.

NEW ISR SOLUTIONS AND THEIR
ADDED VALUE

To improve the Recognized
Maritime  Picture, we need
Maritime Patrol Aircrafts (MPAs) as
well as DRONES with the proper
Payloads. The higher the payload,
the better, as it would allow to fit
on the asset the technology
needed to address a specific
concern. For instance, if the
concern is to monitor pollution
around oil rigs, the assets can be
equipped with specific cameras
able to detect and track an oil
sheen.

The Payloads of each of these
assets would enhance the ISR
capability i.e the infra red/electro-



optical Cameras, the Radar, the
AlIS, the Electronic intelligence
sensor, the electronic support

measures, etc.).

Aerial Maritime ISR solutions based
on the platforms described above
come with a number of added
values worth mentioning, for
example an early warning system,
a long range surveillance and
reconnaissance, a better target
acquisition and classification, and
new sensors(high Resolution EQ/
IR cameras, weather resistance, all
sea states efficiency, Improved
maritime picture,etc).

The DRONES are of three types,
distinguished by their range, time
on station and sensors: Short
range, Medium range and Long
range. The short range drones are
best suited for ships, while the
Medium and long range drones
are best suited for Maritime
Operational Centers and Maritime
Multinational coordinating centers.
Long-range drones can be
deployed at: Choke points,
Offshore platforms, Mooring areas,
Designated  sensitive  areas,
pollution disaster and SAR issue at
maritime borders, etc.

These assets offer the following

ACTUALITE

advantages:
- Extension of area of surveillance

- Day and night target
identification, with the Electro-
Optical and IR cameras

- Efficient detection of threats
(MARPOL, IUU fishing, maritime
smuggling, etc.)

- Realtime imagery and evidence
collection for maritime law
enforcement cases

- Low cost of operation compares
to standard assets

- Unmanned, risk for

operators

SO no

All of the above imply fast decision
making, better coverage of Area of
Operation, better local/regional
maritime picture, less ship patrol
thus fuel saving. When it comes to
Maritime ISR missions, MPAs
capabilities are the same as those
of long-range drones. But that
said, MPAs tend to be noisy, more
expensive and need personnel as
compared to drones. The main
advantages of MPAs as opposed to
drones is better efficiency at
higher altitude and more flexibility
in terms of payloads.

In fine, third dimension assets can
be a game changer in setting the
maritime picture in the GoG
through their ability to improve
MDA. Hence, this would allow
efficient operational outcome in
tackling our common maritime
threats (IUU fishing, piracy and
armed  robbery, Smuggling,
pollution, etc). Among these
assets, Drones have the advantage
to be cost effective with off the
shelf possibilities. Improving MDA
would lead to maritime safety and
security in the GoG, the path to
economic growth and stability in
the region. m
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PROMOTE 2022

La Marine Nationale fait son step-in

Il y a quelques années encore, lorsque le ministéere de la Défense
se déployait sur le site du salon PROMOTE, il y allait comme une

seule entité. Pour I’édition 2022, il a mis les petits plats dans les

’ \ - r
s A grands en permettant a ses differentes composantes de se
ol presenter au public.
Lieutenant de Vaisseau
EBENA BIKOA Arséne
Chef Service Administratif
Etat-major de la Marine Nationale

es jardins du palais des
Lcongrés de Yaoundé ont

accueilli du 19 au 27 février
2022, la huitieme édition du salon
international de [I'entreprise «
PROMOTE » organisé sous le
theme « [lindustrialisation de
I'Afrique, une clé pour I'émergence
de ce continent ». Aprés des
années d'interruption due a la

pandémie du COVID-19, les
représentants d'entreprises de
toutes dimensions, les
administrations, les agences de
régulation, les institutions et
organismes divers d'au moins
trente nationalités ont fait leur
retour dans les stands disposés le
long de la colline de NKOL-NYADA,
avec pour objectifs la promotion

de contacts, d'échanges et débats,
de rencontres et expositions
multisectorielles dans le but
d'amorcer et de développer des
partenariats multiformes. Clest
dans cet environnement que le
Ministére de la Défense a occupé
un espace d'environ 4000 metres
carrés. Composante des forces de
défense, la Marine Nationale




contigué aux autres corps des
forces de défense, a pendant ces
neuf jours, fait la part belle a
I'exposition de ses capacités et son
savoir-faire a travers la
présentation de ses vecteurs de
protection et défense de ses
espaces maritimes, fluviaux et
lacustres, de ses équipements de
plongée et de lutte contre les
sinistres a bord (voies d'eau et
incendies).

Ayant des idées préconcues sur la
Marine car mal informés en raison
du stationnement de la majorité
de ses formations et unités hors de
la cité capitale, les visiteurs ont été
édifiés  sur les missions,

I'organisation, les moyens et les
métiers de ce corps. Si pour les
plus agés de ceux-ci l'attention
était portée sur I'équipement de
plongée caractérisé par son poids
et la pluralité de ses accessoires qui
requierent

habileté et

concentration dans leur utilisation,
les moins agés quant a eux,
avaient les yeux rivés sur la vedette
de surveillance de type « JUSTICE »
couronnée de son gyrophare
similaire a celui de la police,
rappelant ainsi la similitude des
missions a caractére national de
ces deux entités. Cette
embarcation rapide a vite fait de se
transformer en un vaste studio
photo équipé de gilets de
sauvetage pour leur plus grand
plaisir. Les interactions entre ces
visiteurs et ceux des marins
désignés pour animer le stand de
la Marine portaient pour l'essentiel
sur les questions relatives a
I'admission au sein de ce corps, a
sa spécificité par rapport aux
autres, et a la symbolique de son
uniforme blanc qui rappelle
allegrement la mer, qui elle aussi
traduit la pureté.

Le tres grand nombre de ces
excursionnistes  habités  par
l'engouement de renouer avec cet

ACTUALITE
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éveénement biannuel international,
nN‘aura pas pu bénéficier de
I'ensemble d'informations mises a
sa disposition. La raison en est que
ceux-ci étaient attirés par le visuel,
représenté par les appareils et les
autres moyens matériels au
détriment des explications et
autres informations qui expliquent
leur fonctionnement ou alors leurs
roles au sein de la Marine. Il faut le
dire, c'est une grande premiére
pour le Ministere de la Défense de
se déployer sur un aussi vaste
espace avec la quasi-totalité de ses
démembrements. Il apparait donc
naturel que le public venu
massivement se focalise sur ces
moyens habituellement retenus
en caserne. Au demeurant, il est
important de relever qu'ils furent
nombreux, ces jeunes gens
désireuses de se faire enrdler dans
les forces de défense
camerounaises. B
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20 MAI 2022

50°me édition de la féte de I’'Unité a Yaoundé : une
participation remarquable de la Marine Nationale

Capitaine de Vaisseau

MEYONG Petit Serge

Chef Bureau Plan

Etat-major de la Marine Nationale
I

w
Q‘l‘ll“i
@

a Marine Nationale s'est
Lparfaitement illustrée dans
toutes les activités prévues
pour la féte nationale du 20 mai

2022 (journées portes ouvertes ;
repas de corps ; défilé..) Cette
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réussite fut la résultante d'une
planification anticipative assortie
d'un esprit de performance.

La participation de la Marine
Nationale aux journées portes
ouvertes organisées a Yaoundé du

Sous le theme « Forces de Défense et de Sécurité au service du
peuple, pour la préservation de la paix sociale et de la cohésion
nationale, Gage de I’émergence du Cameroun » la célébration de la
50°me Edition de la féte de 'unité aprés deux années d’interruption
dues a la pandémie a COVID-19, a connu la participation de toutes
les composantes des Forces de Défense et de Sécurité du triangle
national dont la Marine Nationale, sous I’égide du CA/CEMM.

17 au 19 Mai 2022, a permis au
grand public de découvrir les
mysteres qui entourent le métier
du Marin. Ainsi, pour mieux
appréhender les spécificités du
corps afin de susciter des



vocations parmi les jeunes
camerounais désireux d'en faire
partie, la Marine Nationale a
présenté un STAND segmenté en
04 ateliers. Les ateliers étaient tour
a tour consacrés aux ressources
humaines (RH) ; a L'Action de I'Etat
en MER (AEM) ; a la maintenance
des moyens navals, a
'entrainement et a la lutte contre
les sinistres a bord.

- RH : Il a été question ici de
présenter des prospectus
résumant le recrutement, la
formation et le cursus au sein de la
Marine Nationale.

- AEM : cet atelier avait pour but de
présenter quelques  moyens
élémentaires (une embarcation,
les matériels de plongée, les
modeles de nceuds) dont dispose
I'Etat pour étre présent en mer.

- Maintenance : conduit par les
ateliers navals, les matériels relatifs
a la maintenance des moyens
navals y ont été présentés.

- Entrainement et lutte contre les
sinistres: ce dernier atelier aconnu
I'exposition par le CIES (Centre
d'Instruction et d'Entrainement a
la Sécurité), des matériels destinés
a la lutte contre les sinistres en Mer.

Les troupes de la Marine
Nationale au défilé militaire du
20 Mai 2022

Le caractére national de cet
important événement a vu le
déploiement des unités de la
Marine Nationale au défilé militaire
non seulement dans la capitale,
mais également dans toutes les
circonscriptions ou celle-ci est
implantée dans le respect

ACTUALITE

scrupuleux d'une certaine

tradition.

En effet |a participation a Yaoundé
a été organisée suivant 03 grandes
phases : la génération des troupes
associée au conditionnement des
matériels, les différentes
répétitions (programmeées) et les
parades proprement dite.

De la génération des troupes et
du conditionnement des
matériels

Les préparatifs pour le défilé a
pieds et motorisé a Yaoundé ont
mobilis¢ un total de 363
personnels. Issus de toutes les
formations de la Marine Nationale,
ceux-ci répondant aux exigences
guantitative et qualitative pour
une bonne prestation ont
accompli les taches prévues. Les
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matériels divers (embarcations,
véhicules..) ont été également
conditionnés pour assurer une
synchronisation sans faille des
composantes de la  Marine
Nationale. Les infrastructures de la
Base Navale de Douala ont servide
lieu de regroupement des
personnels et de conditionnement
des matériels devant prendre part
a la grande parade au boulevard
du 20 Mai. Cette phase
préparatoire a permis de dérouler
la suite des activités sans ambages.

Toujours répéter

Malgré les contraintes
opérationnelles contemporaines,
les formations contributrices ont
tenu des séances de répétition
avant le rendez-vous de Yaoundé.
En plus des séances programmées
les 16, 17 et 18 mai 2022 au
boulevard du 20 mai, des exercices
supplémentaires menés a la piste
de la Base Aérienne 101 ont permis
d'atteindre le niveau optimal pour
une parade sans faute. Outre les

14 [ POMPONS ROUGES N°013 + MAI 2023

répétitions, un autre fait tres
déterminant a boosté le moral de
la troupe : la visite de monsieur le
Contre-Amiral Chef d'Etat-major
de la Marine.

Passage des troupes de la
Marine Nationale : une réussite
confirmée

Qu'il s'agisse du défilé a pieds ou
motorisé, les troupes de la Marine
Nationale ont offert une prestation
de haut vol. Au pas bien cadencé
et arborant des uniformes propres
a chaque force, les carrés des
défilants a pieds et ceux du défilé
motorisé ont offert une autre
occasion en or a la MARNAT de
présenter ses capacités et toutes
les spécificités qui la caractérise
(flotte, fusiliers marins, structures
logistiques, techniques et autres...

)

Cloture des festivités par les
repas de corps

A l'issue de la parade militaire, un
repas de corps offert par Monsieur
le Ministre Délégué a la Présidence

4
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Chargé de la Défense a été
simultanément organisé au PC de
I'Etat-major de la Marine et a la
Base Aérienne 101 au profit des
troupes défilantes. Présidé par le
CA/CEMM, le décor savamment
planté a permis aux hauts
responsables de la Marine
Nationale, des autres armées et
aux invités du CA/CEMM de se
régaler sans géne. Ce flt
également l'occasion pour le
CA/CEMM de présenter le bilan des
activités de la MARNAT non sans
évoquer la donne géostratégique
et politigue mondiale de I'neure. La
participation des unités de la
Marine implantées dans les autres
régions a été un succes confirmé
avec comme point d'orgue la
présentation par le CV COMBAND
du trophée remporté par la
MARNAT aux jeux organisés par le
COMRMIA2 3 l'occasion du 20 mai
2022. Restant dans le statu quo, la
MARNAT ne maintiendra ses
lettres de noblesse gu'en restant
fidele a sa devise : « En tous lieux,
étreetagir». m



ACTUALITE

POMPONS ROUGES N°013 « MAI 2023 Il 15



P CTUALTE

OPINION

Decryption, strategic analysis

The European Union coordinated Maritime presences concept, a

Capitaine de Frégate

TIENTCHEU NTICHI Honoré Valéry
Chef Bureau Transmission
Electronique et Informatique / Etat-
Major de la Marine Nationale
——

n 2020, the European Union
(EU) launched the pilot phase of
its  Coordinated  Maritime
Presence (CMP) concept in the
Gulf of Guinea (GoG) to fight
against maritime piracy. Within
this framework, a European
warship is permanently deployed

" . {
Senegal

The Gambia —=>

Guinea-Bissau —

in the area, with the objective to
secure the trade route for the
European merchant vessels. This
initiative was inspired by the
international mobilization which
helped to defeat maritime piracy in
the Horn of Africa. This paper
argues that from the GoG
countries's perspective, the CMP
has not been beneficial to the
overall  counter-piracy efforts
because EU priorities are not

Guinea

Sierra Leone —

Liberia ~—J

. Nigeria
Cote

d'lvoire J
4 " Ghana

foego
Equatorial

Guinea

GULF OF GUINEA

EUROPE, RUSSIA, AND
EURASIA PROGRAM

CSIS |

Republic of

oy bad idea from the Gulf of Guinea States perspective.

aligned with those of the GoG
states. Thus, the CMP concept
hampers trust and cooperation
with the EU, causes operational
issues, and shows inefficiency.
Therefore, the EU must cease
independent  operations and
integrate their counter-piracy
efforts with those of the GoG
countries, as the CMP currently
undermines the effectiveness of
the Yaoundé architecture.

L Cameroon
Benin

Gabon

Democratic
Republic of

the Congo

the Congo — #

Angola

Fig1: Gulf of Guinea (Source: Center for Strategic and International Studies)
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Yaoundé Architecture for Maritime Safety and Security

-
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Fig2: Yaoundé Architecture (Source: Center for International Maritime Security)

Gulf of Guinea: a strategic area
with maritime piracy issue The
GoG is the north easternmost
portion of the tropical Atlantic
Ocean, covering an area of 2.35
million kmZ. It spreads along nearly
6000 km of coastline
encompassing 19 countries from
Senegal to Angola, including two
island states (Cabo Verde, Sao
Tome and Principe).

The GCoG serves as a critical
gateway for landlocked states
comprising Mali, Burkina-Faso,
Niger, Chad and the Central
African Republic, which rely on
coastal states for the import and
export of goods With 60 percent of
Africa’s oil production, the GoG is
home to 4.5% of the world's proven
oil reserves and 2.7% of proven
natural gas reserves. In addition,
this whole region is richly endowed
with mineral reserves such as

bauxite, uranium, gold, diamond,
cobalt., a rain forest, and
represents almost four percent of
global fish production.

But before it can realize and
benefit from this potential, threats
to its stability and prosperity must
be addressed.

According to the International
Maritime Bureau (IMB), the GoG
was the most dangerous region in
the world for seafarers with nearly
half (43%) of all reported piracy
incidents in the first three months
of 2021. This enduring threat has
mobilized responses from both
within the region and beyond. In
June 2013, under the aegis of the
United Nations, the heads of States
and governments of the Economic
Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), the Economic
Community of Central African

Inter-regional
Regional l

W CRESMAOQ 1 40l
Jonal I

Higevia, Togo and Niger

(vonte, LIDe i, el Laone
Lunnéd and Burking ki

National MOCs

CRESMAC 1 Founie Nowre

l

OMMCCZDI‘IEAI

Anzofa (host ctninty
EMOTal| Hepu i o Congs
@ Eecubiic o1 Long

OMMCEZone D:
ymeroon (host |

abon, 536 Tome and Fringipe

4 MMCC Zone G:
184 BiSSdh, Ldmba
nd Mal
National I I
National MOCs

al Bach Comtry

States (ECCAS) and the Gulf of
Guinea  Commission (GGC)
gathered in Yaoundé (the capital
city of Cameroon) to lay the basis
for a common regional strategy to
prevent and prosecute illicit
activities in the waters of the GoCG.
The Yaoundé Summit led to the
creation of mechanisms which
inspired the elaboration of the

Yaoundé Architecture, a new
regional maritime  security
framework promoting

information-sharing and resource-
pooling. This architecture is made
up of the Inter-regional
Coordination Center (ICC), the
supreme body of this architecture,
which ensures the junction
between the Regional Center for
Maritime Security of Central Africa
(CRESMAC) and the Regional
Center for Maritime Security of
West Africa (CRESMAQ).
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Each of these sub-regions is
subdivided into  operational
maritime zones: zones A and D in
Central Africa, and zones E, F and
G in West Africa. The activities of
each zone are coordinated within a
Multinational Coordination Center
(MCC). This initiative, since it's
inception has received support
from many partners, including the
United Nations (UN), the African
Union (AU), the United States of
America (USA), France, the United
Kingdom  (UK), Brazil, and
particularly the EU..

Coordinated Maritime Presence
initiative causes an operational
issue

The strategic and operational
objectives of the EU are not

aligned, and there is no
coordination between the CMP
initiative and the Yaoundé

architecture. According to the ICC,
in 2019, 17 out of 103 incidents in
the GoG, were attacks against
European states flagged vessels;
This insecurity certainly justified, at
least in part, the CMP concept
which aims at securing the EU's
trade routes through the GoG for
the supply in raw materials,
especially crude oil and gas.

The line between peace and war is
as murky in the war against piracy
as it was during the Barbary Wars
of two centuries ago. The EU's
desired end state is to ensure
uninterrupted maritime trade with
the GoG region. For this purpose,
the EU maritime strategy for the
GoG adopted in 2014 was to lean
on the momentum gained from
the Yaoundé Summit of June 2013
and provide appropriate support
to regional organizations
(ECOWAS, ECCAS, GGC) as well as
to individual states to help them
design effective strategies to

18 [ POMPONS ROUGES N°013 + MAI 2023

tackle the challenges and
implement them in a coordinated
manner, in accordance with the
Yaoundé Code of Conduct.

Furthermore, the analysis of
maritime threats in the GoG shows
that the vast majority of incidents
are located at less than 200 NM
from the coastline, and mostly
within the territorial waters.

While the EU is conducting the
CMP pilot phase, the GoG
countries are also fighting for
maritime security through the
Yaoundé architecture. Thus, there
are two different and independent
operations on the same theater.
This shortcoming could easily lead
to the redundancy of missions. For
example, a ship under operational
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control of an MCC could be
assigned to the interdiction of an
area where the European warship
is already on patrol. According to

Lieutenant Commander
GOUANDE Cyrille, the
commanding officer of the
Cameroonian Offshore  Patrol

Vessel Dipikar since 2020, “it is
quite common to come across
European warships during our
mission under MCC zone D
operational control”. This situation,
while creating a surplus in one
sector, at the same time generates
a deficit in another where military
presence would have been more
desirable, which undermines the
effectiveness of the whole. A
concerted action between the EU
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Fig3: Incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery in the GoG, 2016 - 2019
(Source:https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/why-eu-needs-be-global-maritime-security-provider_en)
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and GoG states, would optimize
the use of available means, and
ensure a maximum effect.

European Union funds for
Coordinated Maritime Presence
could be better used

The EU expenses for the
implementation of the CMP pilot
phase would have been better
used if it served to reinforce the
GoG naval capabilities, especially
by the acquisition of new assets
and systems. Indeed, the support
provided by international partners
to the GoG countries often comes
in the form of capacity building for
naval forces, including education
and training of personnel, and
acquisition of equipment to boost
their maritime awareness. For
example, the EU project, “Critical
Maritime Routes in the Gulf of
Guinea (CRIMGO)", was designed
to strengthen the regional
capacities by actions directed
towards training for security forces,
modifying the legal framework to
permit  coordinated  actions
between various countries and
developing maritime  security
strategies. Another example is the
annual  exercise  Obangame
Express, conducted by U.S. Naval
Forces Africa, which was designed
to improve regional cooperationin
support of the Yaoundé Code of
Conduct, and enhance the
collective capabilities of
participating nations to counter
sea-based llicit activity. This
problem cannot be solved without
a solution at sea, which means
naval assets, Maritime Domain
Awareness (MDA) and Command
& Control (C2) capabilities, and
qualified personnel. For instance,
Cameroon is solely supporting the
MCC Zone D by spending around

$700,000 US per year for maritime
patrols. In this zone, Sao- Tome and
Principe has no asset to provide,
therefore the platforms of the
three other countries (Cameroon,
Equatorial Guinea and Gabon)
have to patrol in their waters. This
approach will allow local navies to
operate effectively inside and
beyond the EEZ, which will both
empower the Yaoundé
architecture and secure maritime
transport, all at a more economical
cost for the EU, compared to the
current expenses of the CMP.

Solution implemented in the
Horn of Africa could work in the
Gulf of Guinea

On December 2, 2008, the UN
Security Council adopted
Resolution 1846 to respond to
piracy and armed robbery against
humanitarian and commercial
ships in the region of the Horn of
Africa (HoA). For this purpose, large
scale operations by international
maritime forces were carried out
by NATO units, the Combined
Maritime Force (CMF), the
European EUNAVFOR ATALANTA
mission and other missions from
China, Russia, and India. This
international endeavor which has
proven to be effective in solving
the crisis in the HoA, has inspired
the EU in designing the CMP
concept and launching the pilot
phase in the GoG region. Indeed,
since the early beginning of the
piracy phenomenon in the GoG,
the EU has been of greatest
support to local initiatives. It has
spent nearly 100 million Euros
since 2013 to fund various
programs aiming to sustain the
Yaoundé architecture in areas such
as maritime strategy, legal
framework and criminal justice,

ACTUALITE

personnel capability, information
sharing, ports security and
efficiency. Despite this effort, in
2019 criminality was still high with
important impacts on EU interests.
Therefore, the EU decided to use
the same approach as in the HoA
by deploying warships to enhance
sea deterrence against pirates and
armed robbers as the local navies
were not able to do it. Some may
argue that the EU's decision was
appropriate because the
international endeavor has proven
to be effective in solving the crisis
in the HOA.

In the GoG, the regional
organizations ECCAS, ECOWAS,
and GCC have already set up the
Yaoundé architecture which aims
at coordinating the response to
the threat within the whole region.
Hence, any supplementary effort
must be integrated into the
existing framework in order to
avoid redundancy and waste of
resources. The GoG countries need
the help of all their partners to
curb these trends. The Yaoundé
architecture provides the relevant
platform for that, and by ensuring
the security of the GoG waters, the
GoG states are also working to
provide the protection to all the
users of the sea including EU
merchant vessels. Hence, the EU
must act as a good partner in this
cooperation, which is profitable to
both  parties, and consider
integrating their CMP efforts into
the Yaoundé architecture because
it is the most suitable way to
guarantee such an outcome in
that geographic area. m
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Lt Cdr MBANWIE,
a woman like no other

Yl La'

Lieutenant de Vaisseau

NSIA Catherine

Chef Antenne Communication/Etat-
Major de la Marine Nationale

Gone are the days when
there were myths
surrounding the capacities of
the female, whose place was
behind a desk within the
confines of well decorated
four walls.

It was in this light that the
Defence hierarchy measured
competence and confidence
in blessing the Cameroon
Navy with its ever first female
naval ship commanding
officer in August 2020.
Lieutenant Commander
MBANWIE Yves ENJONG was
appointed on August 07, 2020
as commanding officer of
Cameroon Navy ship P111
EBODJE. This appointment at
the rank of Lieutenant and
aged 36, made her the first
female commanding officer
of a Cameroon war ship, a
feat she achieved by dint of
ard work, resilience,
courage and above all God’s
grace.

OMBANNIE
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About Lt Cdr MBANWIE

Lt Cdr MBANWIE, born on
November 24, 1984 in Buea ,in the
South West region with six siblings
all being girls was enlisted into the
Combined Arms Services Military
Academy (EMIA) in 2006, where
she left in flying colors with the
rank of Ensign in 2009.

After her basic training at EMIA,
her dream of becoming a seafarer
was still far-fetched. While waiting
to accomplish her dreams, she
enrolled for the Mtcp Language
Teacher Training Course in Canada
in 201, to acquire English
language teaching skills, which
she applied while teaching English
in some military and gendarmerie
training centers in Cameroon. She
completed the Company

Commander course in 2014. Her
dreams of becoming a seafarer
started becoming a reality after
the activation of The Naval Officers
Training  School in  Douala
Cameroon (ECAPOM) that trains
deck officers. She was enrolled into
the second batch where she came
out as the overall best student in
2016. Subsequently In 2019, she
attended the officer Navigation
School in  France LANVEOC
POULMIC.

In 2017 she obtained a Maritime
Law Certificate for Developing
Countries in CHINA, while in 2018
an advanced certificate of
Regional Competency in Maritime
Security and Safety-Accra Ghana.
These courses and trainings
equipped her to hold various
appointments as she rose through

-

the ranks. She was promoted to
the rank of lieutenant junior grade
in 2011, lieutenant in 2016 and
lieutenant commander in 2021.

Lt Cdr MBANWIE has held several
posts of responsibility notably:

- 2009-2011: Platoon leader at the
Navy Headquarters;

- 2012-2015: Company Commander
at the Navy Headquarters first and
only woman so far;

- 2016: Assistant Research officer at
the logistic department at the
Navy Head Quarters;

- 2017: Operations officer onboard
Cameroon Navy ship P108 le
NTEM;

- 2018; Executive officer onboard
Cameroon Navy Ship P110 Grand
BATANGA:;
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- 2019: Service chief in charge of
law enforcement at sea onboard
Cameroon Navy Ship DIPIKAR;

- 2020 till date: Commanding
officer of Cameroon Navy ship P111
EBODJE.

Other missions

Lt Cdr MBANWIE, married and
proud mother of 3 children has
always been a remarkable officer
in her white navy outfit and all
other military uniforms right from
her  younger ranks. Her
exceptionally distinct appearance
and her high level of bilingualism
has earned her prestigious
assignments such as;

- Aide de Camp (ADC) to the
Brazilian chief of Naval Operations
on a working visit to Cameroon in
2017.
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-ADC to Her Excellency the
Secretary General of Common
Wealth  Right Hon. Patricia
Scotland on an official visit to
Cameroon in 2018.

In addition, she was part of the four
man commission to the USA led by
the Rear Admiral Chief of Naval
Staff for the acquisition of excess
assets of the US Coast Guard.

The Cameroon Navy being very
dynamic with an omnipresence at
sea to ensure maritime security
and law enforcement she often
goes for a 8 days patrol on the
territorial seas. Aside this routine,
she also gets commissioned under
the operational control of CMC for
maritime security in the Gulf of
Guinea precisely the D zone
(Cameroon-Equatorial Guinea-Sao
Tome and Principe-Gabon).

Greatest challenges

Being in a male-dominated career,
as the first and the only woman till
date, her job she she admits, has
some challenges. Rising from the
duty of deck officer to, officer in
charge of operations, then
executive officer was not very
challenging. “The idea of being the
only woman was not my major
challenge because | could impose
respect, | have never been sexually
harassed and | have a cordial
relationship with my colleagues.
My biggest challenges started
when I was appointed
commanding officer. It was time
for some to judge my competence;
will she be up to the task? Is it a
good idea giving such a
responsility to a women?" she says.
Infact, being a commanding
officer in the Cameroon navy is



very demanding as the crew is
frequently offshore on sea patrols,
exercises, law enforcement and
other missions. It takes a lot of
determination to work onboard
especially when you are married
and you have children.

Her advice to women «lt is always
challenging to be a pacesetter or
pioneer. | have set the pace for
women in the Cameroon navy, |
thereby encourage all other
women to join the train. | am not
saying it is an easy path but
nothing good comes easy. Women
need to challenge themselves and
in every domain try to be a
distinction in their generation.» m
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